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This prestigious award honors a member of the foreign language teaching 

profession who has devoted his/her professional career to the improvement of 

foreign language learning. The honoree must be within two years of retirement or 

recently retired and must have been a member of FLAM for the past consecutive 

five years. The honoree must have a minimum of fifteen years teaching experience 

at elementary, middle, secondary or post-secondary level. 

 
I am a St. Louis native (who graduated from Ritenour High School, because “Where’d you go to high 

school?” is a common question in St. Louis!). I recently retired from Francis Howell North High School 

where I taught for 32 years.   

  

My interest in language study started during my freshman year of high school.  Most of my friends were 

taking French so I followed suit.  Being with that group of friends and having the same teacher for most 

of my French classes showed me that learning a language is not only function and communication but 

also a means to learning to love another culture creating a sense of family. 

 

I am glad that I was able to carry that sense of family into my own classroom.  After receiving my degree 

from Southeast MO State University (where I was taught by, among others, fellow FLAM member Alice 

Strange). I started my teaching career in the Francis Howell school district. Thank you to former and 

fellow FLAM members Vicki Poecker and Laura Terrill for their guidance throughout that first year at 

Francis Howell High.  Since 1987 I have taught at Francis Howell North High School.  I’ve taught all 

levels, and served as an adjunct for the Advanced Credit Program at UM-SL.  I’ve also held the position 

of department chair and served on numerous committees throughout my career. I earned my graduate 

degree from UMSL in 2007. 

 

The greatest aspect of this adventure was having the opportunity to teach students who had a love of 

language and culture.  I enjoyed working with them both in class and outside of class, as sponsor of 

French Club and as their guide on many student tours.  I will always cherish the relationships and fond 

memories that developed throughout those years at Howell North.  It has also been fulfilling to have two 

former students who pursued a career teaching French, stating that I was influential in their degree/career 

choice.  

 

I do not think that I would have had the longevity and success as a teacher were it not for my friends and 

colleagues who gave me confidence and guidance along the way.  I have worked with master teachers 

who contributed greatly to my teaching experience, many of them in FLAM.  Outside of my own building 

and district, this organization was the best resource for helping me to grow and improve as a language 

educator.  It was also a privilege to serve for several years on the FLAM board, even serving as president 

in the early 2000s. I developed relationships with educators through FLAM who made me want to work 

hard to be as good as they are.  I paid attention and learned from the best!  I am thankful and honored to 

be receiving this award from my FLAM colleagues whom I admire so much. 


